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such unreasonable prices as they list to set upon the same,
whereby the clothiers . . . are very greatly hindered, and such
drones, idle members and evil weeds in a commonwealth,
by such oppressions maintained and greatly enriched " I.
Merchants The principal group of wool dealers was the Society of
Start* Staplers which enjoyed the distinction of being the oldest
corporation of merchants in English oversea trade. For
two centuries the staple was established at Calais 2. After
the loss of Calais it was removed to Middelburg 3, and then
to Bruges4. The proclamation of 1617, which prohibited
the export of wool abroad, abolished the foreign staple, set
up in its place more than twenty home staples, and em-
powered staple merchants to " buy wool anywhere in
England and sell it in any staple, notwithstanding 5 Edward
VI. or any proclamation " 5. Deprived of their foreign trade
in wool, the staplers sought admission into the cloth trade6 ;
but failing to make a breach in the monopoly of the Merchant
Adventurers, and destitute of other means of livelihood,
they concentrated their energies upon the home trade in
wool. Here they soon found themselves in conflict with
the clothiers, especially the rich clothiers, whose ambition to
control the home market in wool was thwarted by an
organized body of experienced and wealthy dealers, who on
occasion even united their resources in a joint stock7.
Under the Commonwealth the common council of London
appointed a committee to inquire into ' the foundation and
nature of the staple ' and the privileges enjoyed by the
staplers. The committee reported 8 that " inasmuch as the
1 Tudor Economic Documents (ed. Tawney and Power), i. 375.
1 Supra, vol. i. 563.    See also infra, vol. iii. 22-23.
 *	Hist. MSS. Comm. Salisbury, i. 164.
 *	State Papers Domestic, 1601-1603 :   with Addenda, 1547-1565, pp.
496, 511.   Ibid. 1547-1580, p. 694.   Acts of the Privy Council, 1575-1577,
pp. 92, 162.    State Papers Foreign, 1578-1579, pp. 134, 482.
5	Tudor and Stuart Proclamations (ed. Steele), i. No. 1197.
6	House of Commons Journals, i. 612, 698, 784 ; Hist. MSS. Comm. iii.
25;  State Papers Domestic, 1619-1623, p. 250 (1621) ;   ibid. 1634-1635,
p. 257.    See infra, Appendix, p. 471, No. 3.
7	State Papers Domestic, 1650, p. 408.    Campbell states that £1000 to
£10,000 was required to set up as a wool stapler :  The London Tradesman
(1747)* 34°-
8	State Papers Domestic, 1651, p. 270.   Cf. also ibid. 1641-1643, p. 511;
1645-1647, p. 586.   See also Commons Debates 1621 (ed. Notestein, Relf,
and Simpson), iv. 95-97 ; v. 487.

